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Overview  
Once the teacher has assessed students prior knowledge of the life cycle of trees, students 

will watch a SlideShow presentation. Next, students will take an outside hike where they will 

look for examples of the different stages of the tree lifecycle. Students will create a 

PowerPoint (Google Slide) OR a foldable that names and explains each lifecycle stage. 

 
 

Grade Levels 
3 

 Curriculum Correlation 

Two to three 60 minute sessions 

 Duration  
3.L.2.3  

 

Location  
Indoors and Outdoors 

 

Materials 

● Clip boards and pencils for observations OR Ipads/cameras  

● White construction paper/copy paper for foldable (2 pieces per student)  

● Technology to create Google Slide or Power Point 
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Learning Targets 

Provides educational objectives for teachers to assess the students comprehension of the 

activity.  

 

Educators Information  

Students should already know the parts of a tree and their function and have a general idea of how 

trees survive and adapt to their environment.  

All living organisms have life cycles that include being born, growing up, reproducing, and 

eventually dying. Physical growth and change are natural parts of the tree life cycle.  Trees 

are more likely to survive and thrive in each stage of their life cycle when survival needs are 

met. A tree has multiple annual cycles within its life cycle (tree rings). Seeds are an 

important stage in the life cycle of a tree.   

 

Procedure  

1. Draw a life cycle graphic organizer on the board to assess students’ prior knowledge. 

Make note of the parts of the cycle that need to be taught for deeper understanding.  

2. Present the Life Cycle of a Tree PowerPoint (in resources)  

3. After the Powerpoint, write in what students learned on the graphic organizer.  

4. Students should be put into groups of 2-3.  

5. Take students outside to look for the 4 stages of the tree life cycle. Students should take 

pictures OR draw an example of each stage of the life cycle.  

6. Working in their small group, students create a foldable or PowerPoint/Google Slide with 

4 parts. (seed, germination, seedling, adult) 

7. Students may present their product to each other or a first grade class/student. 
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 Resources 

The Life of a Tree Interactive Presentation   

Powerpoint: The Life Cycle of a Tree or pdf 

 

 

 

https://www.arborday.org/kids/carly/lifeofatree/
../Teacher%20Submitted%20Lessons/K-5/NPN_Life%20Cycle%20of%20Trees%20Slideshow_Ross.ppt
../Teacher%20Submitted%20Lessons/K-5/NPN_Life%20Cycle%20of%20Trees%20Slideshow_Ross.pdf

