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Overview

For this activity, students will go on a nature walk and collect natural objects that fit
different property descriptions. After the collection walk, students will share their findings
and then sort their objects on a nature scavenger hunt page.

Grade Levels
Kindergarten

Curriculum Correlation
K.P.2.1, K.P.2.2

Duration
30 minutes to 1 hour

Location
A suggested area where the activity can be implements. Options include: classroom, open
space, outdoor area, etc.

Materials

. 1 small bag per student to collect items (Grocery bag or a gallon Ziplock bag is fine)
. 1 Nature Scavenger Hunt Recording Page per child (copied on legal paper)

. Glue sticks
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A
I—-Z-I Educators Information

This activity can be completed year round, but students will have the greatest variety of
natural objects to collect in the fall. In my classroom, | had students “donate” their leftover
natural materials to our science center. | then added small cards with descriptions like
“something spiky”, “something heavy”, “something straight”, or “something sticky.”
Students could then independently search through the materials in our science center for

objects that matched that description, as a follow up to our nature scavenger hunt activity.

[¥]
v Procedure

1. Ask students: “What does playdough feel like?” Students may say things like squishy, soft,
or smooth. “What does sand feel like?”” Students may say things like gritty or rough. Tell
students those describing words they just used are called the properties of objects.

2. Tell students you will be going on a nature scavenger hunt, and that they will be collecting
natural material based on their properties.

3. Show students the Tree Treasures scavenger hunt page, and read the descriptors for
objects. Explain that we will be looking for things that are spiky, things that are hard, things
that are flexible, etc.

4. Give each student a small bag labeled with their name. A grocery bag or gallon-sized
Ziplock bag will be fine.

5. Go on a walk outside in an area with many trees. Oaks, pine trees, and sweet gums will be
especially helpful to have around! Invite students to collect natural objects in their bags.

6. Upon returning inside, have students sit in a circle. Say “find an object in your bag that is
spiky.” Students may show you pine cones, sweet gum balls, holly leaves, etc. Have students
show the objects to you and their classmates. Discuss whether or not the objects shown
match the property you’re looking for. Tell students that objects can have multiple
properties. A sweetgum ball is brown, spiky, and round! Continue asking students to show
you objects with each of the properties listed on the tree treasures scavenger hunt page.
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7. Give each student a Tree Treasure scavenger hunt page, and have them glue down objects
that match each description in the respective space on the page.

Supplemental Reading

Leaf Man by Lois Ehlert

i

u Extensions

Have students make “Leaf Man” pictures with their collected materials after reading Ieaf Man by
Lois Ehlert for a fun art/science activity.

@ Resources

Tree Treasure Scavenger Hunt Page Below
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Spiky Smooth Brown Hard
Small Heavy Straight Long
Round Curvy Short Green

Sticky Rough Flexible Soft

*PROJECT
XPLORE

Project EXPLORE | The North Carolina Arboretum
100 Frederick Law Olmsted Way, Asheville, NC 28806-9315
www.projectexplore.education




